
Somers School Closure Q&A 

 

Scheduling, Spring break 

Q: When will schools reopen for students?  

A: We don’t know. The Governor recently extended the Emergency Order to close all schools until April 15, 
2020. As soon as we have more information, we’ll share it with our families. Our teachers are prepared to 
continue distance learning for as long as necessary. 

 

Q: What will happen to spring break?  

A: We will observe spring break the week of April 6 - April 10. That will be a vacation week for our 
students and staff. We will return to distance learning on Monday, April 13th. This is a departure from our 
originally approved calendar. We are changing April 13 to an instructional day in keeping with New York 
State guidelines. 

 

Q: When is the last day of school? 

A: As of now, June 25 is still the last scheduled day of school. We will let you know if we hear anything 
different from the New York State Department of Education, which determines the last day of school for all 
New York Public Schools. 

 

Distance Learning  

Q: Can we expect to see changes in the distance learning experience for students?  

A: Distance learning will undoubtedly evolve as our staff learns more about the capabilities of the digital 
tools and platforms we are using and as we learn more about whether this will be a short- or long-term 
experience. We appreciate all the questions and input we’ve been receiving from families as well as from our 
Parent Teacher Association (PTA). 

 

Some of the challenges parents face include the pacing of work, giving instruction vs. independent activities, 
getting children to maintain focus, and understanding best practices in the structure and expectations of the 



school day. We are working to address these issues and provide parents with additional guidance and 
support. 

 

As much as we hope this closure does not extend through the rest of the year, we also hope for a level of 
certainty soon. The uncertainty presents logistical and emotional challenges. Nonetheless, be assured that our 
staff is working to provide the very best experiences we can for your children at home. At the same time, we 
will remain mindful of the different environments at home, different access to technology, different 
availability of adult support, and different daily stressors due to health, work, and other factors. 

 

Q: Is it OK if my child isn’t focused on school work throughout the hours of the regular school day?  

A: Yes. Please remember that while children are in school, socializing, playing, and eating are vital parts of 
every day. The same is true at home, particularly during stressful times. Please encourage your child to spend 
some time outside each day, safely, of course. Breaks, exercise, and food are all incredibly important. I hope 
your children are finding ways to socialize with their friends, remotely. 

 

Grading 

Q: How are children being graded and have decisions been made regarding grading for quarters, 
semesters, and the school year?  

A: Our initial guidance to teachers was to mark student work for completion rather than for numerical 
grades, and to provide windows of time, rather than hard deadlines, for completion. We don’t want our 
students feeling undue stress due to circumstances they cannot control (e.g. a working parent who needs 
access to the one shared device at home, an ongoing health concern at home, childcare etc.). 

 

We know that some students (particularly at secondary levels) benefit from the motivation of graded work. 
We know that some of our teachers are grading work as a means of providing feedback on particular 
assignments. We’re OK with individual teachers making decisions on how to provide feedback on 
assignments that make sense within the framework of their classes. Our teachers know that, ultimately, larger 
decisions about grades will be made at the school and district level.   

 

While our administrators are giving thought to how quarter, semester, and final grades will be handled, we 
will wait until there is clarity on the length of the school closure to determine how to calculate grades. Our 
guiding principle is this: No student should face long-term negative academic consequences due to these 
incredibly unusual circumstances. As soon as we have firm decisions, we will share them. 

 



In the meantime, please keep encouraging your children to take their schoolwork as seriously as the situation 
at home allows. Students should be doing their best to keep up with assignments and doing them to the best 
of their ability. At the same time, let’s help them maintain a healthy balance and perspective. They should be 
getting plenty of rest, eating well, taking breaks, and enjoying time with their families. 

 

State Tests, SAT and ACT 

Q: What is happening with state tests this year?  

A: All NYS State tests, with the exception of Regents Exams, have been cancelled for this year. We are 
waiting for word on the Regents Exams, and as soon as we learn more, we’ll share that information. In the 
meantime, for those few classes that culminate in a Regents Exam, teachers will be preparing their students. 

 

Q: What is happening with AP exams and SATs this year?  

A: The College Board is maintaining a comprehensive website with information regarding all the necessary 
changes for this year. It can be found here. 

 

Q: What about ACT exams?  

A: The ACT is keeping information up to date here. 

 

Q. What is the status of the International Baccalaureate Exams? 

A: The IB is keeping the community up to date here. 

 

Board of Education, School Meals, Childcare for Healthcare workers, Facilities  

Q: Are Board of Education meetings happening while school is closed?  

A: Yes, our Board still needs to conduct business. Meetings take place remotely and are still publicly 
advertised in the same manner as our traditional meetings. Community members can watch the meetings and 
make public comments through a Zoom link, which is available on the district website home page and on the 
district Facebook page. 

 

 
 
  

https://pages.collegeboard.org/collegeboard-covid-19-updates
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/covid-19.html
https://ibo.org/news/news-about-the-ib/covid-19-coronavirus-updates/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=27March%20DP%20CP%20ENGLISH&utm_content=27March%20DP%20CP%20ENGLISH+CID_91a885e596781a19979d4841c5fa667e&utm_source=IB%20Communications%20Email%20marketing&utm_term=FAQs


Q: Is the School District providing meals for students while closed?  

A: Yes. Meals through our Free and Reduced Meals program can be picked up at Somers Intermediate 
School Monday through Friday, from 9:30-12pm until the start of spring break. Food services director 
Norma Zeller will communicate the plan for spring break food distribution at pick up before April 6. Please 
contact Norma Zeller at SCSD Food Services at nzeller@somersschools.org with any questions. 

 

Q: Is the district providing childcare to the children of essential workers (such as health care workers 
and first responders).  
A: The Somers Central School District is one of many county sites providing childcare for children of 
parents who are health care professionals, first responders, and other essential workers. The service is 
available for Somers' children, ages 5-12, during the hours of 8 AM and 6 PM, Monday thru Friday at 
Somers Intermediate School. We are grateful for the teaching assistants and nurses who are providing this 
critical service to our community. If you are a health care professional. a first responder, or you would like to 
know if you qualify for this service, please contact Julie Gherardi, Assistant Superintendent for Learning, at 
jgherardi@somersschools.org, or phone the Superintendent's office at 914-277-2403 and leave a message. 

 

Q: Are the school’s outdoor facilities open while school is closed?  

A: We have tried hard to stress the importance of social distancing during this health crisis. As a result, our 
fields, playgrounds, and courts are NOT open to groups. There should be no team games of any kind.  


